i H E   SRI   CK1TRALAYA M
this English painter who was surprised at the innate talents of Raja Ravi Varma.   When he was 25 years old. he won, for the first time, the Governor's Gold Medal in the Madras Fine Arts Exhibition in 1873 with his picture "Nair Lady's Toilet," which later on secured for him another Gold Medal at Vienna and thus paved the way for hit European reputation.   The Sri Chitralayam is fortunate in having on its gallery more than 31  pictures of this eminent   Indian   Artist, honoured   and encouraged by the leading Maharajas such as those of Baroda and Mysore,  whose  Palaces are adorned by  the unmatched productions of thisTravancorean artist.   The reproductions of these paintings are to be seen in almost every home throughout the length and breadth of India.    He died in  1907.   It is said that in the distinction he gained in the use of the easel he was greatly helped by his sister, Mangala Bai Thampuran who fortunately still lives, having attained five years more than the Palmist's limit of 70.   The daily use of the brush is even now her hobby.   There are two pictures of hers in the gallery arresting the attention of the visitor, portrait of her brother, Raja Bavi Varma from life and " Charity,"   Another painter of Kilirnanur family who has earned a name and fame is C. Raja Raja Varma, younger brother of the famous Indian Artist.   There are 19 of his productions in the gallery comprising a wide variety of subjects such as Secunderabad, a Parsi Lady, Kadinamkulam lake (near Trivandrum), Winnowing Grain,   Udaipur   Palace,   a   Mysore Milkmaid,  Sri PadmanahhaSwami Temple, Trivandrum, Kathiawar Procession, Marwari Girl, etc. In addition to these there are five paintings and sketches by Raja Raja Varma, the most important, that of Maharaja Swati Tirunal (Ivory) for which the country will ever cherish his name with affection and gratitude.
The Roerich Collections.
A display of these collections in the gallery is the attraction of all art-lovers and artists*   An exhibition of paintings